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ABSTRACT 
The first finds of Hesperia in South Africa are documented and four new forms of the species Hippocrates of this 
genus, while f. similatori, f. transinii and f. whitei – lowland coastal in distribution – show affinities to its true genus 
and species. 
KEY WORDS: Hesperia, Hippocrates, White-tipped blue, witpuntbloutjie, new forms, South Africa. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The earliest records of this butterfly are taken in South Africa in 1914, by H. H. Swinny at Port St. Johns in the 
Transkei. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
 
Food-plants: Polygonum sp., Rumex sp.  
 
Appearance: Throughout the spring and summer months. 
 
Distribution: Transkei to Kwa-Zulu Natal through Swaziland the eastern parts of Mpumalanga into Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe Northern Botswana and northern Namibia. 
 
Description: White-tipped blue/witpuntbloutjie. Wingspan: (♂) 22-24; (♀) 23-25mm. 
 

a) The male (♂) of the white-tipped blue is 
a dark brown (base colouring) above, 
with a small, inconspicuous, black-and-
orange spot (ocelli) at the anal angle of 
the hindwings, immediately above the 
single hair-tail. It has a white and 
greyish-brown patterned ciliate fringe to 
the outer margins of the wings. 

 
  

b) The female (♀) is a pencil greyish-brown 
(base colouring) but has a much brighter 
dusting of clustered pale silvery-blue that 
is concentrated in the centre of both 
forewings and hindwings. The pale 
silvery-blue colouring seems more 
dispersed than that of the specimen seen 
in (639vii), almost obscure. She too has a 

small black-and-orange eye-spot (ocelli) at the anal angle of the hindwings, but in addition there is a short 
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row of less conspicuous white inverted V shaped markings along the outer margin of the hindwing. The 
undersides of both sexes are greyish-white, giving it a silvery look, speckled sparsely with brown and 
black dots and streaks. There is a black-and-orange eye-spot (ocelli) at the base of the hair-tail. When in 
flight the underside in appearance is white. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                        639i♂                              639ii♂                                       639iii♀                              639iv♀  
 
On referencing data from other publications, I have found no reference to any forms of this butterfly being 
recorded anywhere.  
 

1. In the publication of Steve Woodhall, ‘Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa’, 2005, page 308 (1) with 
plates (1a, 1b and 1c), it shows the specimens and their descriptions similar to the specimens marked in 
this paper as 693i and 693ii (♂) and 693iii and 693iv (♀). 

2. The publication of Ivor Migdoll, ‘Field Guide to the Butterflies of Southern Africa’, 1987, page 201 (1) with 
plates on page 98(141a and 141b), shows the specimens and their descriptions similar to the specimens 
marked in this paper as 693i and 693ii (♂) and 693iii and 693iv (♀) 

3. In the publication, ‘Pennington’s Butterflies of Southern Africa’, 1994, page 274 (1) with plates on page 
643 (639i, 639ii and 639iii), shows the specimens and their descriptions similar to the specimens marked 
in this paper as 693i and 693ii (♂) and 693iii and 693iv (♀) 

 
 
Forms  
I have found through the years of collecting that there are two male forms and four female forms of Hesperia 
Hippocrates. These forms are very distinct.  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

                     639v♂                               639vi♂                                    639vii♀                           639viii♀  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                           
                      639ix♀                              639x♀                                    639xi♀                             639xii♀  
 
I have shown these white forms (693xi and 639xii) to Earnest Pringle in 2006 who was rather surprised that I had 
more than one of the white form of Hesperia Hippocrates which could be classed as albanistic in individual 
character. However, that would not explain the consistency of similarity in both specimens. All these forms have 
been collected over some fourteen years from 2003 to 2017. 
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Year Month Specimens New Female 
f. 

Condition Location 

2003 September 09 2 639xi   Damaged/Damaged Lot 46A of section 1046, Ramsgate 
2011 August 17 1 639ix Damaged Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2013 September 03 1 639ix Good Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2005 November 11 1 639vii Damaged Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2007 December 21 1 639vii Damaged Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2009 December 26 1 639vii Damaged Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2011 August 22 1 639vii Damaged Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2011 August 25 1 639ix Damaged Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2013 September 03 1 639vii Good Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2013 October 03 1 639ix Good Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2017 August 27 1 639vii Good Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 
2017 August 29 1 639vii Good Lot 1034,  Fascadale Rd, Ramsgate 

 
Description: f. 639v. Hesperia hippocrates f. similatori 

 
The forms (639vii♀), have been found in other collections and is depicted in Steve Woodhall’s, book ‘Field Guide 
to Butterflies of South Africa’, 2005, page 308 in plates (1b). It shows a (♂) specimen. 

a) The male (♂) of the white-tipped blue is a dark 
pencil greyish-brown (base colouring) above, 
with a small, inconspicuous, black-and-orange 
spot (ocelli) at the anal angle of the hindwings, 
immediately above the single hair-tail. It has a 
white and greyish-brown patterned ciliate fringe 
to the outer margins of the wings.  

b) The female (♀) is a pencil greyish-brown (base 
colouring) but has a much brighter dusting of 
clustered pale silvery-blue that is concentrated 
in the centre of both forewings and hindwings. 
However the area covered with the silver 
blue colouring is quite pronounced, being 
larger than in (639iii). She too has a small 

black-and-orange eye-spot (ocelli) at the anal angle of the hindwings, but in addition there is a short row 
of less conspicuous white inverted V shaped markings along the outer margin of the hindwings. These 
are encasing the darker brown (almost seeming black markings nestled into them). The undersides of 
both sexes are greyish-white, giving it a silvery look, speckled sparsely with brown and black dots and 
streaks. There is a black-and-orange eye-spot (ocelli) at the base of the hair-tail. When in flight the 
underside in appearance is white. 
 

Description: f. 639ix. Hesperia hippocrates f. transinii 
 

a) However, there so far is no other record of 
specimens (639ix). The female (♀) is a pencil 
greyish-brown (base colouring), with an inner 
colour of light grey-blue which covers a 
large area of both the forewings and 
hindwings.  It has the same brighter dusting of 
clustered pale silvery-blue that is concentrated 

in the centre of both forewings and hindwings. She too has a small black-and-orange eye-spot (ocelli) at 
the anal angle of the hindwings, but in addition there is a short row of less conspicuous white inverted V 
shaped markings along the outer margin of the hindwings. These are encasing the darker brown (almost 
seeming black markings nestled into them).  The undersides of both sexes are greyish-white giving it a 
silvery look, speckled sparsely with brown and black dots and streaks. There is a black-and-orange eye-
spot (ocelli) at the base of the hair-tail. When in flight the underside in appearance is white. 
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Description: f. 639xi. Hesperia hippocrates f. whitei 
 

a) However, there so far is no other record of 
specimens (639xi). The female (♀) is a pencil 
greyish-brown (base colouring that is much 
lighter than that of the specimen shown in 
(639ix), with an inner colour of white which 
cover a large area of both the forewings and 
hindwings.  It has the same brighter dusting of 

clustered pale silvery-blue that is concentrated in the centre of both forewings and hindwings. She too 
has a small black-and-orange eye-spot (ocelli) at the anal angle of the hindwings, but in addition there is 
a short row of less conspicuous white inverted V shaped markings along the outer margin of the 
hindwings. These are encasing the darker brown (almost seeming black markings nestled into them).  
The undersides of both sexes are greyish-white giving it a silvery look, speckled sparsely with brown and 
black dots and streaks. There is a black-and-orange eye-spot (ocelli) at the base of the hair-tail. When in 
flight the underside in appearance is white. 
 

REMARKS ON SPECIES 
 

The White-tipped Blue has a rapid but irregular flight. It favours streams and river-bank vegetation where it flies 
about, settling frequently on small bushes and shrubs and feeding from small flowers. It is a somewhat localized 
little butterfly and only one or two are ever in sight at the same time. By patrolling along watercourses, however, 
collectors should usually be able to net several specimens. However, in early spring when the forest trees are 
beginning to flower, it is seldom that one finds the butterfly near the ground, as they love to tree-top to feed on 
flowers in the early morning sun. While near the ground it is still cool and mostly in shade. There, where the sun 
does break through the canopy of the forest and where there is shelter from a breeze, you will find them basking 
in the sun for short periods of time, to head straight up into the forest canopy to feed. Most of the specimens 
presented in this paper we found in the early morning (08h00 - 09h30) near the ground, basking in the sun. 
Thereafter I have not found any specimens near the ground, but could see them darting amongst the flowers in 
the tree tops. 
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